DURGESH NANDINI 

Jag at Singh, a Rajput prince, has been sent by the Mughal Emperor, 
Akbar, to stop Katlu Khan, the Pathan ruler of Orissa, from capturing 
Bengal. While sheltering in a temple, he meets Durgesh Nandini, the 
daughter of a Bengali nobleman and falls deeply in love with her. 
Unfortunately, her father is a sworn enemy of Jagat Singh's father. 

In this climate of war and hatred, their love must survive. 

Durgesh Nandini is an adaptation of a novel, written by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894). Hugely popular when 
published in 1864, it is the first ever novel in Bengali. 
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Amar thitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
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DURGESH NANDINI 

A STORY BY BANKIM CHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAY 
















































































DURGESH 


LATE ONE SUMMER. AFTERNOON, PORING EMPEROR 
AKBAR’S R&GN, A RAJPUT VOUTH WAS RJPtNG 
FROM VISHNU PUR * TV MA NO ARAN ♦. 




... ANP KATLU KHAN N 
|£> OUT TO TAKE BENGAL 
AS WELL--- H/M.M M- 


THEN IT STARTEP POURING 




SUPPENLV, THE SKY PARKENEP. 


£ef IT’S GOING TO RAIN 
fc<, I MUST HURRY ! 



VjU&T THEN A FLASH OF LIGHTNING 
I LIT UP THE PLACE. 


• T/MMM IM Tur UJCC Tt DM DCrj/^KlC Wf WfAl 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE SOUTH DISMOUNTED , TETHERED HIS 
HORSE AND RAN UP TO THE TEMPLE. 




PLEASE, PON'T BE AFRAID! 
AS LONG AS I AM HERE YOU 
ARE SAFE. I AM A RAJ PUT. 



THANK VOU, SIR j WE CAME 
HERE TO WORSHIP LORP 

shaileshwar. OUR ATTENPANTS 

MUST HAVE SOUGHT SHELTER 
iLSEWHERE 



PS THE OLDER WOMAN SPOKE, THE 
SOUTH GAZED AT THE SOUNGER ONE 


IS SHE AN ANGEL? 
...A FAIRY ... OR 
A GOPPESS...<? 
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DURGESH NANDINI 



WHEN AT LAST THE STORM ABATED 


THANK YOU, SIR. BUT WHEN MV 
MASTER, THIS LADY'S FATHER, 
ASkS US WHO BROUGHT US 
V BACK WHAT SHOULP / 

I TELL HIM ? 


COME, I'LL 
SEE VOU 
HOME. 



CAN TELL HIM THAT THE 


OH, GOPf PIP 
IT HAVE TO 
BE HIM P , 


VOU 


PRINCE OF AMBER, JAGAT SINGH, 
SON OF RAJA MAN SINGH, WAS 
VOUR ESCORT. ^ 



AH ! VOICES j I THINK 
OUR ATTENPANTS 
. HAVE RETURNED. 


JUST THEN 


PLEASE PO NOT 
TELL ANYONE VOU 
MET ME HERE. 


T 

raj 

! 

-4 

IP 

3 ! 

r 

[tV 

s. 

i 

to— \\ 

I 

j 

1_ 





... MAY I KNOW WHOM 
I HAVE HAP THE PRIVILEGE 
^ OF MEETING? 


NO 


SIR 


VOU 


P 


BEST 


NOT 


KNOW 


FOR 


THE 


PRESENT 


BUT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I COULD » AT THIS VERY 
SPOT 1 AND IF I AM 
NOT HERE,YOU MAY 





FAREWELL, MV 
DIVINE BEAUTY ! WILL 
I EVER SEE YOU 
\ AGAIN ? r' 


99 6 






li'A 


i 


>> 




4s 






v 


* 


A 



vimla , why ^ 

PIPN*T VOU TELL 
HW WHO WE ARE? 

\rr— —^ 

\l / l'l I TFLL VON 




> • 


TILOTTAMA RETURNED HOME 
- THE HOME WHERE SHE HAD 
SPENT SEVENTEEN YEARS OF 
HER LIFE. THE HOME WAS 
THE SAME BUT T/LOTTAMA 
H/iD CHANGED. AND VIM LA 
KNEW WHY. i- 




DURGESH NANDINI 


MEANWHILE UA6AT SINGH HAD REACHED HIS 
FATHER’S CAMP AT &URDWAN. j- - = 


JAQAT SINGH TELLS US THAT 
KATLU KHAN HAS LEFT ORISSA, 
WITH ABOUT 50,000 SOL PIERS, 
AND HAS ENTERED BENGAL. 



HE’S CAPTURING FORTS Y BUT WE CANNOT 
OR CONSTRUCTING THEM DO A THING TILL 
WHEREVER HE CAN.AT /SYED KHAN 
THE MOMENT HE IS AT / JOINS US WITH 



MAHARAJ ! WITH YOUR PER¬ 
MISSION I CAN DRIVE OUT KATLU 
KHAN WITH JUST FIVE THOUSAND 



L-'*“'V I WHOM IS 
A VAIN '' HE TRYING TO 
| BOAST! /\ IMPRESS? — 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



A FEW DAYS LATER AT GARH MANDARAN 

RAJA VlRENPRA SINGH, D O 
YOU KN ON THAT A 
GREAT BATTLE BETWEE 
THE MUGHAIS ANp 
THE PATHANS IS IN 
THE OFFING ? 


SO, I UNDERSTAND 
GURUDEV! BUT 
k I PLAN TO 
k REMAIN 
)K NEUTRAL. X 






y 




\~t\ 




A 




-——"i 

WITH YOU R COMPARATIVELY SMALL 

I FORCE YOU CANNOT SURVIVE BY J 
REMAINING NEUTRAL- * 

I HAVE NO CHOICE. YOU KNOW 

i’ll never join man singh J 

if I HAVE TO TAKE SIDES, 

I'D PICK THE PATHANS. 




HE HAS THREATENED TO 
ATTACK US IF I DON’T 
JOIN HIM. AND I DON'T 
LIKE THREATS. 




ARE YOU JOINING THE 
w PATHANS THEN ? 


I WOULD HAVE BUT 
FOR KATLU KHAN'S 
w AUDACITY. 






si 




f 


i 
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A WEEK LATER, AT THE SHAILESHWAR 
TEMPLE — 




TODAY, MAY I KNOW 
WHO STANDS BEFORE 
ME AND WHO HER 
YOUNG MISTRESS IS 


I AM VIMLA - SHE IS 
RGESH NANDINI* 
TILOTTAMA.THE 
DAUGHTER OF RAJA 
VIRENPRA SINGH OF 
GARH MANDARAN- 


r A 


t; 




IT IS VERY 
DIFFICULT-., 
UNLESS... 


COULD I MEET HER 
JU6T ONCE MORE, 
VIMLA? IS IT 
POSsi&LE? / 



...YOU COME WITH 

Me TO THE FORT. 
TONIGHT ! 


AT MIDNIGHT? 
\ LIKE A THIEF? 



THERE IS NO OTHER WAY, 
PRINCE. BESIDES, YOU'LL 
BE MY GUEST. I COMMAND 
V CERTAIN RESPECT AT . 
\n THE FORT. ^ 0 / 


AS JAGAT SINGH AND VIMLA WALKED TOWARDS 
GARH MANDARAN - 



• DAUGHTER ( NANDINI) OF THE MASTER OF THE FORT ( DURGESH) 



































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




HE CLIMBED UP /) TREE TO LOOK MOUND. 



I COUIP SEE THE PUG- 
REES OF TWO WEN SOW 
DISTANCE AWAY. CAN 
VOU GET WE TWO 
^ SPEARS FROM THE 

StV fort e 


THEN 




DURGESH NANDINI 






waster has refused 

q JOIN KATLU KHAN. PERHAPS 
rHE KHAN HAS PLANS TO 
TAKE REVENGE ON HIM. 

LET'S HURRY IN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



il/MLA LED JAG AT SINGH TO TILOTTAMA’S 
ROOM . J 



... HIMLA CAME 
TO THE TERRACE. 


HE 13 A GOOD MATCH. 
NOW I HAVE TO 
MAKE VIRENPRA 



fpON'T SHOUT, MV PEAR. 

LAPV| I AM USMAN KHAN, 
I KATLU KHAN’S NEPHEW 
ANP RIGHT HANP. 



OH | PUT HOW PIP 
YOU ENTER THE 
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DURGESH NANDINI 



NOW PO ME ONE MORE FAVOUR. 
PLEASE GIVE ME THAT KEY. 







BY THE TIME 
I FINISH... 


m « w^r r j 

l^r t M 

K mm 

Is \r 


jr 

y 

l ii 1 


'll 

I II " 

533 1- 

i'll 



••• TVING VOU UP 
MY TROOPS WILL 
. BE HERE. 



I LEAVING HIM LA ON THE TERRACE, USMAN 
1 KHAN OPENED THE SECRET DOOR AND 
LET IN HIS TROOPS . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 







\JAGAT SINGH WHS NO MEAN FtGHTE&"‘ 


CARRY HER ANP COME 
OUT WITH ME A 
SOON AS I FIN 
WITH THIS 
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DURGESH NANDINI 





PON’T KILL HIM t 
WE NEEP HIM 
. ALIVE. 


SOON 



NOW LOOK FOR A 
THE LAPIES. ) 




f rr 




after some time 


THEY'RE 
HIPIN<3 unper 
THIS BEP 1 
LOOK• * / 



WML A CAME OUT WITH T/LOTTAMA. 


VIFENPRA SINGH, WML A, TIlOTTAMA ANP 
JAG AT SINGH WERE TAKEN TO A NEARBY 
FORT WHICH HAP BEEN CAPTURED BY 
KATLU KHAN • _I___l 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



FAREWELL, 

BELOVED. 


I'LL AVENGE 
YOUR DEATH 
MY LORD. 




QaO AWAY, VIMLA \ T~ 


/ NO? I WILL SEE THEM \ 

- beheading you |... it will \ 

STRENGTHEN ME... I 

S TEACH ME TO BE / 

i\ MERCILESS... ^ 




r AS THE EX ECU T/ONER ’& AXE FELL OH THE 
UNFORTUNATE IHRENORA SINGH, l/lMLA 
PIP NOT BAT AN EYEL/P. NOR P/P SHE 
j SHEP A TEAR. | - 



DURGESH NANDINI 


LATER, AS SHE WALKED TOWARPS HER 
QUARTERS, USMAN FOLLOWED HER. 




I AM SORRY, 

I DIDN’T KNOW YOU 

WERE RAJA 



IN A WAY I AM THE 
ROOT CAUSE OF ALL 
YOUR MISERIES. 


— 



SISTER, PLEASE 
ACCEPT THIS 
RING. 



ON KATLU KHAN’S BIRTHDAY l 
COME OUT HERE IN THE //j 
EVENING AND SHOW IT /j / 
TO THE MAN — f_ 

WEARING AN 

identical ring. v ^Bf Sl 

HE WILL WAIT FOR 0 

YOU HERE... /. Ff\ 



AND TAKE YOU 
OUT OF THIS 
FORTRESS 



LATER, VIMLA SL/PPEP INTO THE ROOM 
WHERE 77 LOT TAMA WAS KEPT. 


VIMLA, WHAT HAPPENED? V NOTHING HAS 

YOU LOOK... YOU LOOK... '- 

OH ... TELL ME < 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




IT'S A LONG STORV. 
/VW FATHER IS 
NO^E OTHER 
THAN 
GURU PE V. 



Si! 







"WHEN / GREW OLDER,! WAS REUNITED " 
W/T* /*fy FATHER. AFTER MV MOTHER’S 
DEATH. HE WAS AT DELHI THEN. I 
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DURGESH NANDINI 



BUT IT WAS A SECRET MARRIAGE 
BECAUSE MV HUSBAND HAP A DAUGHTER 
BV AN EARLIER MARRIAGE . 


YOU KNOW, GURUPEV, THAT 
I HAVE A PAUGHTER. WHO 
WILL MARRY HER ONCE / 
MV MARRIAGE TO 
VIMLA IS k ES 

KNOWN ? 



I AM 
WILLING, 
FATHER 


VIMLA WILL THEREFORE 
ACCOMPANY ME A5 A 
COMPANION FOR MY 
V PAUGHTER . 


1 


BUT...VOU LIVEP WITH 
US ALL THESE YEARSfI 
WHO IS YOUR 
HUSBANP,VIMLA? 

PC I KNOW HIM ? 




YOUR HUSBANP 
MV FATHER..-0- 
OH —VIMLA! 


r 


VES,VPU PO! 
MV HUSBANP 
IS... WAS — 
VOUR FATHER, 
TILOTTAMA! > 







(TAKE HEART, MV CHILP... 
' OH, MV POOR CHILP! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



y OU ARE IN KATLU 
KHAN’S FORTRESS. YOU 
WERE HURT SO WE 
BROUGHT yOU HERE.. 


MEANWHILE, UNKNOWN TO THEM 
JASAT SINGH HAD BEEN SAVED 
FROM THE JAWS OF DEATH BY 

THE TENDER CARE OF |- -^a 

AYESHA, KATLU KHAN’S 
DAUGHTER, r ■■■ — - 1 Wi, 


WHERE AM I ? WHY 
AM I HERE ? WHERE 
ARE THOSE PATHANS? 




n*. X— - -T 

' 1 x - - 1 

1 ^ 



NO, NOf I AM A ^1 (j AM AYESHA, 1 

PRISONER HERE. \ , KATLU 

BUT WHO ARE VOU? ] I' KHAN'S 

YOU ARE NOT / N ^oli PAUGHTER. 




WHAT HAS HAPPENEP 
TO RAJA VIRENPRA 
SINGH ANP HIS 
FAMILY ? ARE THEY 
■ SAFE? 


USMAN IS WAITING 
OUTSIPE TO GIVE 
YOU THE NEWS. 



RAdA VIRENPRA HAS 
BEEN EXECUTED. HIS 
PAUGHTER IS TO WEP 
KATLU KHAN. I HAVE 
COME WITH AN 
v OFFER FROM HIM. y 
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WE KNOW THAT YOUR FATHER 
IS PLANNING TO ATTACK U6 
.TO BRING US UNPER THE a 
xl MUGHAL RULE. yOk 


I AM SURE 
HE WILL. 


IF YOU PO NOT ACCEPT 
HIS OFFER, KATLU KHAN 
HAS ORPEREP ME TO 
LOCK . YOU UP IN A 
V CEIL. V 


z' PO SO, BY 
ALL MEANS.THIS 
COSY ROOM POES 
NOT BEFIT A 
v PRISONER. 






LET THE MUGHALS 
LEAVE ORISSA 
ALONE ANP WE'LL 
GET OUT OF 
BENGAL. 


I AM A RAJPUT, 
USMAN 11 CANNOT 4 
ASK MY* FATHER 
TO BETRAY 


THE 


N 


THAT WOULP MEAN 
BLOOPSHEP, ANP 
CERTAIN PEATH 
FOR YOU I WHY 
PON'T YOU 
PERSUAPE HIM 
TO ENTER. INTO 
A TREATY WITH 
US? 







































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE, 

WML A WAS BOS'/ 
WITH HER. PLAN. 
ON KATLU KHAN'S 
BIRTH PAT — 


T1L0TTAMA* TAKE THIS 
RING AND WAIT OUT¬ 
SIDE THE ZENANA.A 
MAN WEARING A 
SIMILAR RING WILL 
- COME TO you... 







... SHOW HIM THIS RING AND 


/ HE WILL TAKE YOU OUT OF THIS 
\ FORTRESS. GURUPEV WILL BE 

WAITING FOR YOU 
OUTSIDE. 




1 





r YOU KNOW THERE ARE 
eSTIVITIES GOING ON TONIGHT ? 
AM GOING TO MEET KATLU KHAN. 
ASKS ABOUT YOU, I’LL TELL 
A YOU WILL COME LATER. 
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I’LL JOIN YOU AT GURUPEV£ 
COTTAGE AS SOON A9 
| FINISH MV LITTLE 
JOS WITH THIS! 


.1 


OH, MOTHER! 
DO TAKE 
CARE. 










* • 


Mi 

im 


& 


AFTER WML A LEFT 


MOTHER SAID, THIS 
RING WILL HELP 
ME TO ESCAPE. 
BUT WHAT ABOUT 
HIM ? 




! I 


HE WHO 
BECAME A 
PRISONER., 
ONLY BECAUSE 
OF ME ? i 
PERHAPS... 
YES... 


/ 


\ 








AROUND MIDNIGHT, TlLOT TAMA LEFT HER 
ROOM QUIETLY. 



OUTSIDE, THE MAN 
KHAN MET HER. 


BY USMAN 


PLEASE TAKE ME 
TO PRINCE JAGAT I 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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DURGESH NANDINI 




COULD HOU PLEASE 
ASK PRINCESS 
AVESHA TO COME 
HERE ? THIS 
LAPV NAS 
FAINTED. 




SHE IS TIL— I MEAN 

virenpra SINSH'S 

DAUGHTER. 


AFTER. SOME TIME, TILOTTAmA OPENED HER EVES 



llilm/* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





! 

r...VOUR FATHER \ } 

1 


JUST THEN USMAN ENTERED. | 



WHERE IS 
TILOTTAMA ? 
THE GUARI? TOLD 
ME... AYESHA, 
YOU ? HERE ? 


vISLi 
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ANP TILL THE PAY 
( I BREATHE MY LAST, NO 
OTHER MAN WILL EVEr| 
occupy THAT 
PLACE IN MY 
HEART.IS 
THAT CLEAR? 




&t4T THE HEAT MOMENT AYESHA SOFTENED. 

PLEASE PARDON ME, BROTHER 
I WOULD NEVER HAVE DISCLOSED 
MV SECRET HAD I NOT BEEN 
DRIVEN TO PO IT. 




, 


e - fc. 



AYESHA LEFT THE ROOM ANP USMAN 
KHAN FOLLOWED HER OUT . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





IN A PANIC, THE GUARDS RUSHED IN, 

leaving the gates OPEN . VIM LA 

WALKED OUT. 


MEANWHILE THE DYING NAWAB HAD SENT 
FOR JAGAT SINGH. 
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DURGESH NANDINI 




f ... I'LL REQUEST 
EMPEROR AKBAR TO 
LEAVE ORISSA TO VOU. 




...THE DAUGHTER OF VI. 
VIRENDRA... SINGH... IS 
... PURE ... LIRE MW- 
DAUGHTER ••*0W 



L 


And katlu khan closed his 

FOR EVER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED, AN AGREE¬ 
MENT WAS REACHED BETWEEN THE PATHANS 
AND THE MUG HALS, WITH MAN SINGH 
REPRESENTING THE MUGHAL EMPEROR. 


JAGAT SINGH AND VLOTTAMA 
UNITED IN MARRIAGE . 


WERE 




ON THEIR 
WEDDING DAW, 
AWES HA’S GIFT 
TO TILOTTAMA 
! WAS A CASKET 
OF PRICELESS 
JEWELLER V. 




THEY ARE 
BEAUTIFUL,SIMPLY 
BEAUTIFUL, 
SISTER.. THANK. 
YOU * 


WELL, THEY ARE NOTHING 
COMPAREP TO THE JEWEL 
YOU HAVE ACQUIREP 
TOPAY. 


'm 


7r i 





VafteR fond farewell’s, AwEShA LEFT 

1 G ARH MANDARAN . - - 

THIS IS THE ONLY PIECE 
OF JEWELLERY LEFT WITH 
ME NOW...THIS RING 
FILLEP WITH POISON: ^ 

|I*t I CJ^m 1.1/ 
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Bankim Chandra Chatterji 





In the latter half of the nineteenth century, when British Rule in India was at 
its peak, a few Englishmen were making merry in a moving train when one 
of them suddenly spotted a young Bengali in their compartment He swag¬ 
gered up to the man and shouted, ' How dare you travel in this compartment! 
Get out! Fast!" And he began pushing the man towards the door. 

Without a trace of panic, the man calmly turned round, faced the Englishman 
and said in a firm, quiet voice, "If you can show me how to get off a running 
train, I'll follow. And if you need any help, I can always give you a push. 

The Englishman was taken aback. No Indian had talked to him like that 
before. He hadn't the faintest idea how he should react. So he murmured 
an apology and stumbled back to his companions. 



The young Bengali was none other 
than the poet and novelist Bankim 
Chandra Chatterji. It was his pen 
that gave us VANDE MATARAM - 
the song that inspired those who 
fought tor our independence. 
Durgesh Nandim was his very first 
novel and he is revered to this day 
as the father of the Bengali Novel. 
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